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36/1 - Appointment of Chairman to Karnataka Biodiversity Board:

Government of Karnataka Vide order No:FEE 249 ENV 2016 (Part-2), dated
23/08/2017 has appointed Shri. S.P.Sheshadri as the Chairman of
Karnataka Biodiversity Board. He has taken charge on 24/08/2017.

The matter is placed before the Board for information.
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36/2 - Reading and recording of the proceedings of 35th Board
Meeting:

The proceedings of the 35th Board meeting held on 22/08/2017 were
communicated to all the members on 31/08/2017. As per the advice of the
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF) Agenda No. 35/13 has been
revised and circulated to all the members on 11/09/2017. As there were no
comments from the members. The proceedings may be adopted (Annexure-I)
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36/3 - Action taken on 35th Board meeting proceedings:

Action taken on the proceedings of 35th Board meeting is placed in
(Annexure-II)
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Continued subjects on ABS of 35th Board Meeting:
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35/2/A/2 - ABS money dispersal:

As resolved by the Board, the matter was discussed and reviewed in the
meeting of the Expert Committee on ABS Dispersal, held on 20th September
2017. The recommendations of the committee and the plant species list for
each of the four biodiversity rich taluks were shortlisted to develop specific
modalities for the conservation and sustainable utilization of the bio-
resources. (ANNEXURE-III)

Field visit to Bantwal Taluk was undertaken by the Expert committee
members on 7th Dec 2017 for interaction with the BMC members and to
develop broad guidelines for ABS dispersal which may be adopted by all the
four talukas.

The report is put up for further deliberation and discussion by the Board.
(ANNEXURE-IV)
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35/2/A /5 - Report of the Expert Committee on Decentralization of ABS
Implementation:

As resolved by the Board, meeting of the Expert Committee on
Decentralization of ABS Implementation was held on 7th September 2017 to
re-draft the proposal. The proceedings of the meeting and the draft proposal
of the Regulations for the Decentralisation as recommended by the Expert
committee is put up for further deliberation by the Board (ANNEXURE-V).
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35/2/A/7. ABS Regulations: Letter of the Ex-chairman, Mr. R.M.N.
Sahai, IFS (retd.) to ACS, FEE:

Since the matter is regarding the requirement of amendments, the agenda
title is modified to ‘Amendments to the Karnataka Biological Diversity
Rules, 2005’

As resolved by the Board, a sub-committee of the Expert Panel on ABS met
on 17th Oct 2017 to review and recommend the amendments to the
Karnataka Biological Diversity Rules, 2005 (KBD Rules, 2005).



The proceedings of the meeting with the consolidated report on the
amendments to the KBD Rules, 2005, as suggested by the Committee, is put
up for deliberation of the Board (ANNEXURE-VI).
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36/4. Draft operational guidelines to the State Biodiversity Boards for
processing of applications for access to biological resources received
under Section 7 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 - comments of KBB
on the draft guidelines forwarded by the National Biodiversity Authority:

The sub-committee of the Expert Panel on ABS met on 17t Oct 2017 to
review the draft operational guidelines on processing of ABS applications by
the State Biodiversity Boards, which was forwarded by the NBA.

Since the timeline provided by the NBA for the comments was only till 25th
October 2017, the comments of the sub-committee on the draft operational
guidelines was sent to the National Biodiversity Authority on 24/10/2017.

The same is put up for validation of the Board.
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36/5: Outcome of the 12th Annual meet of the State Biodiversity Boards
held on 7-8 November 2017 at Chennai:

The National Biodiversity Authority, Chennai has sent a report on the 12th
Annual meeting of SBBs held on 7-8t November 2017. Based on the
discussions held, certain action points were listed.

The same is placed before the Board with a proposal to constitute a
committee to look into the action points and suggest measures to be taken by
KBB. (ANNEXURE-VII).

The proposed committee members are:

1. Dr. Niranjana Murthy - Chairman.

2. Dr. Suhas Nimbalkar - Member

3. Deputy Director (Horticulture) — Member
4. ABS Consultant - Convener
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36/6 - Personal Assistant and Driver for Chairman:

Out of the sanctioned 4 posts of drivers in the Board, three posts are filled
and one post is vacant. Since the Chairman has extensive travels throughout
the State, he requires a driver for the purpose. Hence a second driver for the
Chairman has been appointed on outsource basis from 12/09/2017 against
the one vacant post. Further, a personal assistant is also required for
Chairman. A letter was sent to the Government requesting for the service



provisions and conditions of Chairman on 24/10/2017. (ANNEXURE-VIII).
Reply is awaited from the Government in this matter.

The subject is placed before the Board for information and approval.
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36/7 - Separate Audit report on the accounts of Karnataka Biodiversity
Board for the year 2016-17.

Separate Audit report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India on the
accounts of the Karnataka Biodiversity Board, Bengaluru for the year 2016-
17 submitted by Accountant General (E&RSA), Karnataka on 31/10/2017 is
placed as (ANNEXURE-IX) before the Board for information.
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36/8 - Update to the list of Normally Traded as Commodities (NTAC)
under Section 40 of the BD Act, 2002:

In exercise of powers conferred under section 40 of the BD Act, the Central
Government (MoEF-CC) in consultation with the National Biodiversity
Authority has issued a notification (vide notification S.O. 3533 (E) dt 7th Nov
2017) augmenting the list of NTAC to a total of 421 species (from an earlier
total of 385) (ANNEXURE -X)

The matter is placed before the Board for information.
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36/9 - Status of UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS Project on ‘Strengthening the
implementation of the Biological Diversity Act and Rules with focus on
its Access and Benefit Sharing Provisions’:

1. Kannada Brochure:
A ten page brochure was designed and developed by Karnataka
Biodiversity Board under the UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS project in Kannada. It
serves as a handy reference in understanding the Biological Diversity Act
2002 and its ABS Provisions in a nut shell.
The matter is placed before the Board for information.

2. ABS Prospectus:
The ABS-Prospectus provides a brief summary of the processes involved in
scrutinizing applications by NBA and KBB in an easy to understand
pictorial format. This handout also gives definitions of the relevant
terminologies used and the snapshots of the forms available.

This is submitted for the information of the Board.

3. Interstate BMC exchange visit programme:

Karnataka Biodiversity Board organized a two day interstate BMC
exchange visit to Kerala on 26t and 27th Sep’ 2017 for BMC members of
Karnataka from the twenty taluk panchayat BMCs constituted under
UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS Project. The exchange visit helped the members to
gain a better understanding of the practices of the Kerala state and the
active role of biodiversity management committees to execute the three
objectives of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, with main focus on the first
objective ie., conservation of bio-resources. Detailed report is submitted for
the Board for information as (Annexure-XI)

4. Awareness workshop on Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and its
Access and Benefit Sharing Provisions:

One day Awareness workshop on “The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and
its Access and Benefit Sharing Provisions” was organised by Karnataka
Biodiversity Board, on 15th of December, 2017 at the Dr. Nanjiah Hall,
Veterinary College, Bengaluru, as part of the Capacity Building and Public
awareness curriculum of UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS Project. The workshop
aimed at creating awareness among the Professors, Lecturers,
Doctoral /Post-doctoral students and post graduates in understanding the
three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the
Biological Diversity Act.

The matter is put up for the Board for information.
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36/10 - Status of Formation of Biodiversity Management Committees
(BMC) and People’s Biodiversity Registers (PBR):

1. During the Current year, the Board has constituted 85 BMCs at Grama
Panchayat level and 2 at Taluka Panchayath level and a total of 87 BMCs
have been constituted. Till date 4850 BMCs out of 6021 GPs and 131
BMCs out of 176 TPs and 14 BMCs out of 30 ZPs, totalling to 4995 BMCs
in the State.

2. During the current year 117 PBRs at Grama panchayat level and 3 at
taluka level totalling to 120 People’s Biodiversity registers have been
prepared. Till date 1471 PBRs at GP level and 23 PBRs at TP level,
totalling to 1494 PBRs have been prepared.

The subject is placed before the Board for information.
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36/11 - Letter to PCCF (HoFF) Aranya, Bhawan, requesting support on
the matter of trade of Forest Produce through Village Forest Commaittee,
LAMPS or Tender cum-auction sale:

A letter was addressed to the PCCF (HoFF) by the Chairman, KBB, with a
request to direct the concerned officials to ensure that the provisions of the
Biological Diversity Act 2002 are met by the bidders / traders who access
forest bio-resources disposed off by the Forest Department through tenders /
auction sales. The matter of penalties for non-compliance and the authorised
officers to file complaints under Biological Diversity Act 2002 was also
highlighted in the letter. (Annexure-XII)

The matter is placed before the Board for information.
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36/12 - Project titled “Establishment of Herbarium and Botanical
Museum of the plants of Western Ghats and Survey, identification and
preparation of report on sacred groves in Coastal and Western Ghats
region.”:

Karnataka Biodiversity Board has sanctioned the project titled
“Establishment of Herbarium and Botanical Museum of plants of Western
Ghats of Pilikula Nisargadhama” for the grant of Rs. 120.00 lakhs vide order:
APAJI 54 ECO 2009, dated: 27/11/2010. The project was sanctioned for a
period of 5 years which was extended for an additional period of two years
i.e., till March, 2018. The Technical Expert Committee recently visited the

10



project site for review on the project progress during which Dr. Shenoy,
Principal Investigator expressed that there has been a delay in getting access
to Protected Areas (PA) for specimen collection as a result, the desired
number of specimen collection may not be attained by the end of March,
2018. Hence, Dr. Shenoy requested the committee for extension of the project
period till December, 2018.

The matter is placed before the Board for suitable decision regarding
extension of the project and for discussion regarding permission to enter
Protected Areas for establishment of Herbarium.
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36/13 - Condemnation of Karnataka Biodiversity Board Vehicle bearing
No. KA-04-MB-6160:

As resolved by the 31st Board meeting held on 07/04 /2016 letter was written
to Secretary, (Ecology and Environment) vide letter No.ACT.B04/TAS/53/251
dt 31/05/2016 and vide letter No: ACT.BO4/TAS/53/361 dt 04/12/2017
request for to replace and condemnation of the Vehicle Tata Sumo bearing
No. KA-04-MB-6160. (Annexure -XIII).

In response to this, Government vide No. FEE 217 ENV 2017 dt 12/12/2017
has informed that the decision on condemnation of the vehicle has to be
taken at the level of Board itself. (Annexure -XIV).

The matter is placed before the Board for decision on permission.
Sd/-
Member Secretary.
Karnataka Biodiversity Board
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